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May it your Majeſty: il 1 
AE late ſurpriſing Progreſs of your Majeſty's Forces, aud thoſe bf your 
Allies in Flanders, umer the Command of the moſt Tihuſtrious Prince 
the Duke of ooo oY of thoſe in Spaincommanded by the Noble Earls 
of Pererborough and Gallway, happily ſupported by your Royal Nauj, under 
the Conduct of your Prudent and Valiant Admirals, engages us humbly to 
Congratulate your Majeſty on ſo Glorious, an Occaſion. + 
T he fignal Anſwer it has pleaſed God to return to thoſe devout Prayers, 
which your Majeſty, and your People, by your pious Direqtion, addreſſed to 
Heaven, inſpires us with a Joy equal to the Mortification it gives your 
Enemies. And while your Majeſty a ſcribes gown many Viftories to the Arm 
of the Almighty, and repeats your Royal Commands to your People to offer 
him their Solemn Thankſgiving s,ve cannat but look on your Majeſty's Piety 


as a hnpeful Pledge of the like future Sutreſſes. a 


As the Important Conſequences of your Majeſty's Triumph: ma be a daily 
Acceſſion to your Glory, ſo they gi ve us an agreeable Proſpect of the fpebdy 


Reduction of the Power of France to its juft Limits, the Reſtitution of Li- 
b-r:y and Peace to Europe, the effectual Relief of the Reformed Churches 


abrozd, and the Security of that Proviſion the Law has made for à Prote- 

ſtant Succeſſion to the Grown of this Kingdom... —— 
I: gratefully acknowledge the ſhare we have in the Bleſſing of your Ma- 

jeſty's auſpicious Reign,which preſerves ro us both our Civil and Religious 


Liberties, and take this Occaſion ta renew to your Majeſty the Aſſurance of 


our inviolable Fidelity, to which not only our Intereſt and Inclination, but 
th: Sacred Tyer of Gyatitude and Conſcience oblige us: And we ſhall-uſe our 
u Endeavours in our ſeveral Stations to promote that Union and Mo- 
aeration among your Proteſtant Subjects, ſo often recommended by your Ma- 
ety os hichly neceſſary to the comman Safety, * | 

\.oy the Divine Providence, that has made your Majeſty not only the 
lead of the Proteſtant Intereſt, hut chief in the Confederacy for the Glorious 
Canje of Common Liberty, give your Majeſty the ſatisfai ion of ſeeing both 
mare firmly ejtabliſed than ever, by the Inſtacuce of your Councils and Suc- 
6 e gon Arms, May your Majeſty's exemplary Picty,Zeal for the Refor- 
alen of Monnners, aud Parental Care of all your People, even thoſe of the 
rent ett Colomes be emnnenutly rewarded by the Great G0 P, with the con- 
fut Projperity of gan, Government, May your Reign be honoured with a 
247 Frog Kinzdoms of Great Britain: May your Ray al Con 
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fer: te Prince 27% 4 confirmed Heal: 5, May your Majeſty continue to rule 
is the Hearts of gu People, and be late advanced to a Throne of Glory in 
ihe rn;com of Heaven; So pray S/ 
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; Jup ES V. 13. Latter part. 
The Lord made me have Dominion over the Mighty. 


HE Joy which is caus d by Victory and Conqueſt, as 

j it is very paſſionate and "Tranſporting, ſo (in a juſt 

| War) 'tis rational and well-grounded ; becauſe ſuch 
ucceſs is attended with ſome conſiderable Advantages of Lite, 
1x. Safety and Honour, and (on many Occaſions) Plenty and 
{bundance, by dividing the Spoils of the vanquiſh'd Enemies. 
ow evident is it, That Safety and Deliverance from a For- 

midable Enemy, muſt be a Ground of juſt Gladneſs? When 
hoſe who could not peaceably travel Abroad, or dwell ſecu- 
ely at Home, who were continually alarm'd with the terri- 


Pfle ſound of War, are plac'd out of the reach of Danger, they 


uſt feel an affecting pleaſure in their happy Change. As to 
e Joy which reſult from a ſignal and indiſputed Victory, is 
lain from the common Sentiments of all Nations, among 
hom it has been an antient and general Practice, to preſent 


Trowns, and other Enfigns of Honour, unto Victors, to erect 


rophies and other Monuments which might perpetuate rhe 
ame of thoſe who have vanquifh'd a conſiderable Adverſary. 
But tho we are oblig'd on ſuch occaſions, to give due Praiſe 
the Valour and Conduct of thoſe who have hazarded their 
ves, and whoſe wiſe ordering of a Battle has been crown'd 
th Succeſs; yet Religion always teaches us, to raiſe our Minds 
d Regards above all Inſtruments, how excellent ſoever, un- 
Him who is the Supream Author qt all Succeſs ; to the E- 
r-blefſed God, who alone beſtows Conquelt and Victor yon 

om he pleaſeth. | 
And in this, our pious Sovereign imitates the Example of 
> Renowned Deborah; who on the occaſion of a memorable 
istory gain'd over the Canaanites, compos'd this Triumphal 
le in praiſe of the Great Febovah, who had march'd out 
th the Army commanded by Barack, and delivered a numc- 
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| 4 T a 
rous and puiſſant Army of his Enemies into his Hand, Which 
felemn Acknowledgment of the Divine Hand, was fo atcef- 
table unto God, that he has given it a place among the Sa- 
cred Records ; which giveth it a Duration equal of that of 
the World : Whereas, devouring Time has conſumed the 
ſumptuous Trophies and Arches, erected by Conquerors to 
perpetuate their own Names and Atchievents. Many Ages 
ago, there has been no Remainder left of the Magnificent 
Structures fais'd by Alexander, or other Celebrated Heroes of 
Antient Times. All the Monuments, which with vaſt Ex- 
pence and Exquiſite Art, have been ſet up to immortalize the 
Fame of their Victories, are long ſince hurry'd in Ruines, and 
quite aboliſn'd. But this devout Hymn ſang by Deborah and 
Barack, hath laſted much above Four Thouſand Years, and 
hall continue unto the final Period of the World. And whereas 
the Monuments erected by others, only ſerv'd to feed the Eyes 
of beholders, and to raiſe a fruitleſs Eſteem of fome Mortal 
this of Deborah doth moſt uſeful Service to the Souls of Men 
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by inſtructing em in a Duty of greateſt Advantage, vis. T. a 
aſcribe the entire Praiſe of our moſt joyful Succeſſes to thay = 
God who ruleth in the Armies of Heaven, and among th te 


Inhabitanrs of the Earth; and whenever he pleaſeth, is abl 
to ſave inthe Day of Battle, by thoſe who have no Power; ang tr 
and make one of the infirmer Sex, have Dominion over thi} - 
Mighty. | 585 ha BEE 

This Conſideration made a very deep Impreſſion on th t! 
Mind of Deborab, who reflected on the weaknels of her Se 
which uſually is not fitted to handle Weapons of War, or u C 
dergo the hardſhips and fatigue of a Campaign; and ther: 
fore muſt have a viſible Diſadvantage in ſuch an Affair; an} $ 
wirhal ſhe conſider'd both the Sex and Strength of her Eng 
mies, who on the account of fuch Advantages, aſſur d themſelu te 
of an eaſy Victory over a People at that Time govert d by a 
Female Scepter. Fheſe reflections (pynd unto a Divi 
Prophetick Spirit) ſo inſpir'd the pious Mind of Deberab, t 
"Et Ii Cd. her Friumphant Hymn, is for Thong 
and Language (according to the E ern Hooquence) account 
an intmitable Piece of Poetry, far exceeding the moſt Ce 
brat Compoſunss of Pagan Iqr ichs. But thut hieb we 


oblig*d eſpecially to regard and admire, is the Vein of fincere 
and confirm'd Piety, which: runs thro' the whole, and parti- 
cularly breaths in the ſhort Paſſage, which hath been read to 
you, The Lord made me have Dominion over the Mighty. 
Where the ſound of the Word Dominion does not oblige us ra 
interpret it of Empire and Rule, ſtrictly taken, (for we read 
not of any Juriſdiction that Deborah had over the Cangamites ) 
but the Original Word imports any Superiority, even that ac- 
quid by Force and Fighting, which occaſion'd the uſing of 
it, by a moſt antient Interpreter, (Targum,on 1 Kin 12.11.) to 
ſignify to Chaſt iſe, or Scourge. Hence we are allow'd to apply 
the Expreſſion unto any Succeſs in War, which certainly gives 
the Conqueror a Power and Superiority over the Conquered. 

The whole Propoſition recited (as is very obvious) admity 
a Twofold Conſideration; one Abſolute and Abſtracted, the 
other Relative, and referr'd to the Speaker: Accordingly, 
theſe Two ufeful and ſeaſonable Inſtructions are offer'd to our 
Meditation, 

Doct. I. The Bleſſed God pleaſeth to give Succeſs and Vi- 
Cory to thoſe who (on ſome Accounts) are weak and infirm, 
over the mightieſt of their Enemies. 

IF. *Tis both the Duty and Practice of Religious Perſons, 
to ſincerely aſcribe ſuch Succeſs and Victory unto God, 
The Deſign of this Diſcourſe allow nor a large or diſtinct 
treating of theſe Obſervations; we ſhall therefore joyn the 
Handling them together, in this eaſy Method. 

I. Specify the Occaſions, when the Bleſſed God pleaſeth 
thus to Act. 


II. Enquire into the Reaſon and Deſigns of ſuch a Divine 
Conduct, 


III. Evincethe Obligation, in Point ot Duty, to aſcribe ſuck 


Succeſs unto Gad. 

IV. Shew the Cauſes, which influence Religious Perſons thus 
to aſcribe ſucceſs unto God. Atter which the whole ſhall be 
aplly*d to the juſt and joyful Solemniry ot the Day. As to the 

I. The Occaſions when the Blrſſed God pleaſeth to give Suc- 
ceſs to the weaker, over their mighty Enemies: Tis raken {or 
granted, and muſt be ſuppos d, That this Divine Acting on 
this manner is not conſlant, and univerſal. He often diſpo- 
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ſeth Events according to the Proportion of Phyſical Cauſes ; 
among which, that which is ſtronger, doth naturally prevail 
againſt the weaker : Accordingly, our Saviour makes it an in- 
ſtance ot Wiſdom, in a King going to make war with another 
King, to fit down fir#t, and conſult whether he be able with Ten 
Thouſand to meet him that cometh again#t him with Twenty 
Thuſand,and rather than meetſuch a Mighty one, fo deſire Con- 
ditions of Peace. [ Luk. 14. 3 1, 32. ] Notwithſtanding there are 
{:veral occaſions wherein the Obſervation laid down 1s verify'd, 
vix. That Succeſs and Victory is given by the Bleſſed God un- 
to the weaker, over the mightieſt of their Enemies: As, 

I. When mighty ones engag'd againſt thoſe who are weaker, 
behave themſelves with arrogant Pride, and Self-confidence, of 
which theCanaanttes,over whom Deborah triumphed, were ma- 
niteſtlyguilty ; as appears from the Concluſion mad both by 
the Mother of Siſera, (the General) and her wiſe Ladies, who 
heard her complain of the flow Return of the Commander. 

Have they not ſped? Have they not divided the Prey? To Si- 
ſera a Prey of divers colours meet for the necks of them that 
take the ſpoils? (v.29, 20.) Thus when Pharaob purſued the 
Iſraelites after their firſt marching out of Egypt, he was fo ela- 
red with Pride and Self. confidence, that he promis'd himſelf 
an undoubted and compleat Victory over the unarm'd and un- 
diſciplin'd Iſraehites : Of which particular notice is taken in the 
Song of Moſes. The Enemy ſaid, I will purſue, I will ver- 
rale, I will divide the ſpoil; my Lu#t ſhall be ſatufy'd upon 
them; I will draw my Sword, my Hand ſhall deſtroy them. 
Exod. 15.9.) The Elegant Aſyndeton, or omiſſion of the 
Copulative, is expreſſive of unmeaſurable Confidence in his 
own Strengh, which provok'd the jealous God to execute a 
mol} rerrible Vengeance on him and his Army, A like In- 
ſtance is related in the Narrative of Zenacherib, a potent King 
of Aria, ho made themeſt inſolent Boaſts of his own Power, 
ard impiouſly affirm'd, That the Lord (the Eternal Fehovab ) 
ſhould noi deliver Feruſalem out of bi band. [2 Kings 18.35. ] 
On this occaſion the Arm of the Almighty was ſtretch'd our, 
and gave thit ambitious Oppreſſor the molt ſhameful Over- 
throw. The Obſerving of our own Times will aftord many 
Confirmations of this Truth, f % Cn 


/ II. 


.. : 
II. other oocaſion of this Divine Conduct, is the threat 
ning 5 nher of Religion, and the Worſhip of God. Some- 
ti mes the mighty ones who riſe up againſt a People that pro- 
fell the True Religſen, do not directly oppoſe it, but only in- 
tend the ep largiagol beer 5 fpd increaſing of their own 
Fave, ; which appear d in Nebuchadnezzar and ſome others. 
ut, dis commonly ſound, that the mighty ones have an im- 
PiQUs 655 to 1 True Religion; which was at- 
Ball by ſeveral of the, Enemies of the 197 People, On 
uch an oceaſion, the glorious Author and Patron of Religion, 
has Pleas, to exert, his on Power, in breaking the wicked 
elignsot the Church Enemies, This is the ſubject of the 
1ght We Plalm, wherein are repreſented the Conſulta- 
49% oſe who are confęderated againſt God, v. 5. They 
ſaid, Come, let us cut 5 7s the 1/raelites) off from being 4 
Nation, that the Name of Iſrael may be no more in remem- 
brance, v, 4. at. P. I K. Who ſaid, Let an take to our 
Fee e Whereupon the P/almi#F 


4. An 
Poſe of Gods 

upplicates with a perſuaſion, of being anſwer'd, That GOD 
would make them as the Hubble before the wind, v. 13. and 
Fill their faces with ſhame. Ver 16. Among the memorable Ex- 
amples of this Divine Acting, is the ſtrange, but credible Ac- 
count given of the Feweſh Wars, manag'd by the Haſmoneans 
(or Mac abees) againſt ſeveral great Kings of Syria, which is 
related in the hrſt Book of Maccabees. The wonderful Suc- 
ceſſes of our Nieghbours, the Dutch,(in the Infancy of that Re- 
public in their laſting War with Spain) are a plain Evidence 
of this Obſervation ; For, the Auſtrian Family, at chat Time 
was engag' d to extinguiſh the Reformed Religion at its fuſt 
Planting. Eg "Pp Ps 
III. Another occaſion wherein God gives Succeſs to the 
Weaker againſt their mighty Enemies, is ſincere, penitent Ad- 
dreſies made to God, under his puniſhing Hand. Indeed, if 
we only regard the abſolute irreſiſtable Puwer of God, this 8 
able to make the Weakeſt always have Dominion over the 


Mighty: But 'tis not agreeable to the Divine Perſection, 


{ which is a perpetu4| Rule of acting unto the Deity) to wor k 
always according to meer Power : Himſelf hath appointed this 
Method of applying to, Him, and engaging his Favour, by 


6 1.4 RAO 
humble and Earneſt Supplication, LI Kings 8.44.4 
People go out to Battle again#t their Enemy, and ſhall pray unta 
the Lord——Then bear thou in Heaven their Prayer And 
maintain their Cauſe, We need not ſearch farther than 
the particular Caſe, to which this Song of Deborah refers , of 
which an account is given in the preceeding Chap. 2d and 3d 
Verſes. The Lord fold them (the Ireelites) into the Handof 
Fabin King of Canaan; and the Children of Iſrael cried unto 
the Lord, i. e. with penitent Hearts, and reform'd Lives. Theſe 
Cries pierced Heaven, and entred into the Ears of the Lord of 
Hoſts, who firſt rais'd up Deborah to be the Magiſtrate and 


ſupream Ruler of Iſfraet, and then furniſh'd Barack, the chief 


Commander under her, with Heroick Courage and Wiſdom, 
which were (in very diſcouraging Claes) crown*d 
with a moſt ſurpriſing and fignal Victory. In the 
Vch an laſt Place: When the Seaſon of accompliſhing any 
Divine Prediction and Purpoſe is come, this is an occaſion 
wherein God is pleas'd to give Succeſs unto them who are in 
ſome reſpects weak aver the Mighty. If a kind and favour- 
able Decree ot Heaven us to bring torrh, the Divine Arm will 
certainly give Strength and Proſperity to the Infirm, whom 
he employeth as his Inſtruments. "The Counſel of God mea- 
ſureth the Times and Seaſons, both of rhe Church's Oppreſ- 
f10n, and her Enemies Proſperity : Now, until the ſet Time 


ro favour and build up Zion, (the Church of God) be fully 


come, the moſt hopeful Deſigns, the moſt promiling Enter- 
prizes can't proſper; as the People of the Fews acknowldge 
in their ſorrowful Addreſs to God. We have been in pain, we 
ba be as it were brought forth wind, we have not wrought any 
de in rance in the Earth, neither have the Inbahitants of the 
2 Id fallen, CIfa, 26. 18.] But when the Seaſon determin' d 
by the Supream Djſpoſer 15 come, then the moſt weak and un- 

romiſing Inſtruments ſhall prevail againſt all Difficulties ; and 
mal (it there be necd of Violence a War) be made to have 
Dominion over the Mighty: According to what is found in 
the ſame Propher, A litle one ſhall be made a Thouſand, and 
ſmall one, a ſtrong Nation. { the Lord will baſten, it in hi 

lime. [la. $2. 22. J We progeed to the 3 

lid. General Head ol Diſcourſe, To emquive into the Reafons 
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and Deſigns of 115 Divine C5. Whenever the Lord 
makes the Weaker to have Dominion over the Mighty, we 
muſt conclude that there is a wiſe Counſel of the Supream Go- 
vernour of the World, and that he acts in this Manner on moſt 
ſuitable and excellent Deſigns, which are not difficult to be 


found out by one who fincerely eſteems, and wiſely ſeeks after 


the Works of God. For, 
I. The Bleſſed God pleaſes to act in this manner, that he 


may more eyidently exalt himſelf, and magnify his own Per- 
1 


ons. And ag this is a Deſign worthy ot God, ſo it is moſt 
aptly attain'd by this Proceeding. The proſperous Succeſſes 
'of the mighty ones, who riſe up againſt the Church of 
God, do obſcure the Glory of the Sovereign Ruler; who 
thereupon i is openly inſulted and reproached, by the impious 
Tongues of wicked Men. This is moſt paſſionately reſented 
and complain d of by the Pſalmift, at a Time when The Hea- 
then came into the Inheritance of God, LPſal. 5g. i.] And they 
ſo proſper'd, that they devour d Jacob, and laid waſte his dell. 
ing Place, v. 7. Hereupon the Neighbouring Heathen Na- 
tions judged they | had Cauſe to ask the Impious inſulting Que- 
ſtion, Where « their God? v. 10. While the Potent Adver- 
faries of Religion flouriſh and triumph, this raiſeth a dark 
Cloud by which the Luſtre of the Divine Perfections is veil'd : 
But when the Great Fehovah makes ufe of infirm laſtruments 
to humble and ſubdue thoſe Enemies, this Cloud is ſcatter'd, 
and the Glory of God breaks forth unto the Conviction of at- 
tentive Pr — This Argument was urg'd by Hiexeltiab, 
when he was diſtreſs'd by the porent Aſſyrian Senacharib. Now 


therefore, O Lord our God, ſave thou us out of bis hand, that 


all the Kingdoms of t he Earth may know that thou art the Lord 
God,eventbowonly,[" i Kin.12.1 9. The fame thing is pleaded by 
the Pſalmiſt, Pſal.83. 17,18. ] Les them (i. e. thine Ene- 
mies) be put to ſhame, and periſh; that men may know that the 
whoſeName alone Jehovah, art the moſt High over all t he Eari b. 

II. Another Deſign of this Conduct, is to abaſe the ſwell- 
ing Pride of the Mighty Ones, who ſer themſelves againſt 
God. There hath been a deep Impretlion of this Truth, 
evea on the Minds of Pagers, v., That the DNezry is always 


inclin'd to reſiſt, and avalc them v hq wolk in Price ; Which 
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was acknowledg'd on his'own Experience, by the, Babylonvian 
Monarch, [Dam 4. 37.] AniAtheiſticel Poet, while be abu- 
ſeth his Wit and Learning, to oppoſe the Providence and Gon 
vernment of 60 D, trom a certain and conftant Obſerva- 
tion, aflerts, that there is a Vis abdita quædam, 4 ſecret and 


hidden Power, which ae on, and e er to ſcorn tha 
Enſigus of Humane Greatneſs, ® \-.,, LOT 0 9 301 ds 


How frequent have been the * ub of this Divine Ne- 
meſis, or Fealouſy, which hath pour'd contempt on the haugb- 


tieſt Mortals, and ſtain'd the Pride of their Glory? So that 


when they have affected Divine Honours, and hot been con- 
rented with the Reſpect due to thoſe of Humane Race, by a 
ſudden Blaſt on their Affairs, they have been covered with 
ſhame, and forced to acknowledge themſelves to be but Worms 
of the Earth. When the Prophet Iſaiah had predicted a 1 
Tarn of Aſtairs unto the People of Iſrael, viz. . That they ſbou 
zake them Captive, whoſe Captives they were, and rule over 
their Oppreſſors, ¶Iſa. 14 2.] In the ſame breath he mentions 
the Proverb, or Satyrical Speech, that ſhould be us d againſt 
the King of Babylon. How hath the Oppreſſor ceaſed? The —— 
City ceaſed? The Lord hath broken t be Staff of the Vicked, and 
= Scepter of the Rulers, What the Apoltle obſerveth in an- 
other Caſe, is truly applicable to this; That God hath choſen the 
weak Things of the World, to confound the Things which are 
Mighty, that mo Fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence, [I Cor. I. 
27, 29.] Tis a moſt God- like Deſign, to rebuke and chaſtiſe 
the Loftineſs of inſolent Creatures: And when their Ambition 
33 at its height, to give them a mortitying Experiment of their 
own Vanity and Nothingneſs. 

III. Another Deſign of this Conduct, is to put a more digni- 
ſying Honour on his own Servants, They who faithfully 
terve the Counſel of God, are frequently treated with contem 
and reproach; eſ pecially if they bein any dverſe and afflictive 
circumſtances. This David the greateſt Hero of his Country, did 
experience; Princes 4d fit and ſp:ak againfi bin E/ 441923. 3 
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Obrerit Y pulchros Faſceis, ſevaſque ſecureis 


Uſlque Ades ref bumanas vis_abdita quedars 
Proculcare, ac ludibrio fibi hare v. det tr. Lucret. l. 3. 


Very probable it is, they objected the Meanneſs of his Parentage and firſt 
Employment, and would accuſe him of diſloyal Actings againſt Saul: But 
after ward GOD did Crown his Enterpriſes with ſo unuſual Succeſs, that his 
Name was made Great, like unt o the Name of the Great Men chat were in 
the Earth, as a Meſſage from God inform'd him, 2 Sam. 7 9. When any 
Inſtrument us d by the Bleſſed God is infirm, and labours under ſome diſad- 
vantages, the Proſperity which attends the Counſels and Arms of ſuch an 
one, is the greater Ornament, and makes his, or her Name, ſhine with a 
brighter Luſtre. Thus was Joſhua, (who liv'd obſcurely during the Life of 
Moſes) magnify'd in the fight of all Iſrael, [ Foſh. 3.7.] And it may be truly 
affirmꝰd that Deborah, one of the weaker Sex by the glorious Succeſſes which 
attended and adorn'd her Government, is as worthy to be celebrated, and 
live in the grateful Memory of Poſterity, as any of the Heroes of her Age. 

In the Fourth and laſt Place: By this Method of Acting, God defigns to 
ſtrengthen the Faith and holy Confidence, which are to be terminated on 
him. Thoſe who judge according to Appearance, and Maxims of Human 
Prudence, are many times tempted unto diſtruſtful Fear, while they view 
the ſtrength of the Mighty, and the weakneſs of thoſe who are invaded and 

oppreſs'd by em. Thus it was with the [ſraelites at the Red. ſea; when they 
beheld a vaſt and terrible Army of Pharaoh marching againſt chem: the 
quite deſpaired of Deliverance, and gave up themſclves as a loſt People. 
And on the occaſion that the Text refers to, the formidable Power of Fa- 
bin King of Canaan, who had nine hundred Chariots of Iron (when the V 
raelitis had neither Horſes or Chariots) muſt have been very diſmaying to 
thoſe who were invaded, and not able to oppoſe ſo great a Monarch. But 
when Deborah, the Supreme Magiſtrate at that time, did prevail in the War, 
and triumph over ſo mighty an Adverſary, this was, and ſtill is a ſtrong En- 
couragement unto Truſt in God, whoſe Almighty Power eaſily ſupplieth 
all Human Detects, and can ſabdue the moſt terrible Enemies, whatever 
Advantages are found on their fide. This Principle of holy Confidence, when 
it has been fo contirm'd, induceth the Virgin Daughter of Lion to deſpiſe 
and laugh to ſcora the Mighty Ones, that attempt her Ruine; as we read, 

2 Kings 19. 21. 

We proceed in the the Third Place, To eviace the Obligation in point 
of Duty, fincerely to aſcribe ſuch Succeſſes unto God, None ( | profume ) 
will imagine, that Deborah; did lupererrogate, or acted more than was her 
Duty, in Compoſing and Reciting this Sacred Hymn, in which the Honour 
of a moſt ſignal Victory is rendred unto the Blefled God, Indeed, ths Obli- 


gation to this Duty is ſo evident, that thoſe who have enjoy d only the dim 
Light of Nature, have generally comply'd with it. When the P4ilrftines, 
by bribing of Dal:{ah, had prevail'd againſt Sampſon, and made him theiz | 


Priſoner, they did not afſume the Jonour of this Succeſs to their own Foli- 
ticks or Strength, but aſerib'd ir anto their Idol Dagon; unro whoſe Ro- 
nour they obſer? daa very folemn Fettival,in winch They praiſcd their God; 
for they jard, Our God hath delivered unto our hand our Engy, and the 
Deftroyer of our Count rey, Fuel. 21. 24. 
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| [ The general and conſtant Obligation to this Duty is founded 
| 1. On the moſt binding Law of Gratitude; which is the moſt uncon- 
troverted, as is the moſt Eficatious Dictate of Reaſon ; inſomuch that per- 
| ſons of a very ill Character have expreſs'd their Regard to it, and actually 
$ comply'd with it. If ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? 
| Do mot even the Publicans the ſame? Matth.5.46, One of the loweſt Ads 
of Gratitude, is to acknowledge a receiy'd Benefit ; which in thoſe cſpe- 
1 cially who can't requite, is caunted unqueſtionably equitable. Moſt evident 
1 it i3,thatSncceſs and Victory over the Mighty, is a Divine Benefit; Gad alone 
if is the Author and Donor of it; conſequently the Praiſe is due to Him, 
1 When the Pagans were influenced by Fancy, or a vain Superſtition, they 
| aſcrib'd their Succeſſes to a fictitious Deity, which they nam d Victory; un- 
1 to which many Altars were erected, and particularly one in the Loan 
Senate-Houfe, the Removal of which was very diſpleafing to the Pagan 
Senators: But when Reaſon and Conſcience did determine, they fail'd 
not to teſtify their grateful Homage to Him, whom they concluded to be 
the Supream Deity : As we read, when the Grecians with a ſmall Army 
had gain'd a very memorable Victory over the Perfians,who with Numerous 
Forces invaded their Countrey ; at a common Expence, they erected an Al- 
tar toꝰ Jupiter, the Preſident and Patron of Liberty. 

2. The Obligation unto this Duty is founded on the immutable Law of 
Worſhipping GO D; of which Thankſgiving is an indiſputable. aud emi- 
nent Branch: The moſt ancient Worſhip which was practis d boch in the 
Old, and reſtor d World, was of this kind, We read in the Hiſtory of 
the very firft Age, that Cæix was willing to worſhip the Author of his 
plenteous Harvelt, by preſenting unto 60 D ſome Fruits of the Ground, 
Gen. 4.3- And aftewards, when Noah, the ſecond Parent of Mankind, 
came forth from the Ark, herein he and his Family were preſerv d from 
the Deluge, he built an Altar, on which he offer'd a Variety of Euchari- 
ſtick, as well as other Sacrifices, Gen. 8,20. Indeed, Religious Praiting 
of GOD for receiv'd Benefits, is the moſt excellent part of Worſhip ; 
which,as it had a place in tne Earhtly Paradice, ſo ſhall it for ever continue 
the Heavenly. 1 judge it reaſonable to conclude, that the Great LOR D 
of this World beholds nothing in it more acceptable and pleaſing to Him, 
than a Socicty af Praifing Worſhippers, who offer up this Sacrifice on the 
Altar of Hearts devoted to Him. 

3. The Obligation unto this Duty is founded on the ExpeRation in 
Him to whom this Acknowledgment is to be made. A Generous Mind is 
trongly mov'd by this very Conſideration, and feels an uneaſy Diſquiet- 
ing Shame, in difappointing and juſt and reaſonable Expectation. I 
grant, that an Human Expectation, attended with Ignorance and Uncer- 
tainty, can't have any Place in an Omniſcient Being: But in many baſ- 
ſages in the Sacred Writings, we hear Him ſpeaking in our Infant Dialect, 
and lignifying , that he expects the Fruit of his own peculiar Kindneſs 
g | — 


1 PTY Lib. 10 Ep. 54. Plutarch. Vit. Ariſt. 
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Iſaiah 5. I lorked that it (i. e. my = planted and cultivated by 
my Hand) ſhonld bring forth Grapes. And particularly, as to the Tri- 
bute of Praiſe for Divine Favours, we can't queſtion that there is an ear- 
neſt Expectation of it. Pſal. 50. 14, 15. Offer unto God Thankſgiving 
Ad call upon me in tht Day of Trouble, I will deliver thee, and 
thou ſhalt glorify me. My Kindneſs (, d.) in delivering thee from di- 
ſtreſſing Trouble, will ſurely produce this Exerciſe of thy Gratitude, ſo 
that a ſincere Acknowledgment of my Goodneſs will be made by thee. 
And what ſhall we anſwer to our Benefactor, if ve ſtand juſtly charg'd with 
fruſtrating a Divine Expectation? | . 

4. The Obligation unto this Duty is founded on the Maxims of trueſt 
Wiſdom, which do as ftrongly bind us, as the moſt explicite Commands of 
« Superior. When I have received a Bleſſing, Wiſdom obligeth me nei- 
ther to pervert, nor forfeit it; the doing either, is an Indication of re. 
proachful Folly, and a manifeſt Violation of the Rules of Wiſdom, which 
requireth me to preſerve every valuable Good, and prevent the abuſing of ir 
tnto the Diſhonour of the Giver, or the real Harm of the Receiver, Suc- 
ceſs and Victory when they are not aſcribed unto GO D, become like the 
Manna which was kept until the Morrow, Exod, 16. 20. That inſtead of 
being pleaſant and wholeſom Nutriment, did putrify, and generate Worms, 


None prove ſo extreamly vicious and wicked (and thereupon the Objects 


of Divine Diſpleaſure) as thoſe who retufe to give God the Glory of Advan- 
tages which they have recciv'd : Ot which Iſaiah, Ch. 10. 1 3, we read a me- 
merable Inſtance in the Prophet compar d with Ver. 16. The A Hrian King, 


after many great Succeſſes and Victories is introduced, ſaying, By rhe frength 


of my Hand I have dene it, and by my Wiſdom (fer I am prudent ) I have 
remowd the Bound: of the People, and have rob d their Treaſures, &c. But 
this Self. boaſting was moſt diſpleaſing to GO O, and proved fatal to him 
who was guilty of it, Ver, 16. Therefive ſhall the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, 


| fend among his Fat Ones Leanneſt, and under his Glory, he ſhall kindle 


a Burning, like the Burning of 4 Fire. | | 
IV. The lait Thing to be diſcours d, is to deſeribe the Cauſes which in- 

fluence Religious Perſons ſincerely to aſcribs ſuch Succeſs unto the Bleſſed God, 
And theſe muſt be peculiar to their diſtinguiſhing Character. As to others, 
the external Profeſſion that is made of this Thing, proceeds from Priciples 
of another kind; ſometimes a Phariſaical Diſſimulation, or a Complyance 
with a receiv'd Cuſtom, or a low Deſign of acquiring the praiſe of Ven, do 
produce this Effect: In others, the Influence of Education, or meer Natural 


Religion, may induce unto a making of ſuch a Declaration, vi. That Victory 


and Succeſs are to be aſcrib'd unto God. But we ought to conclude, chat the 
pious Deborah, and thoſe of the like Character, do act on this Oecaſion from 
more Worthy and Noble Principles: Such as, 

1. Religious Wiſdom, and Sagacity, which aſſiſt the Mental Eye to pene- 


trate thro' all viſible Cauſes unto Him who is the Ju vi ſille Agent. The Ra- 


tional Nature, in its depraved State, is very ſhort ſighted, and can't view 


hat is above the narrow Sphere of Senſe and created Power; this lying 
f nr ar, 
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near, and moſt obvious to our Minds, doth intercept the view of the Supream. 


Efficient, whom no Eyes hath ſeen, or can ſee. But Divine Grace ſo clears the 


Eye of the Underſtanding, that it ſeeth Him who is inviſible, and diſcerns his 


Almighty unſcen Hand, both raiſing up/and caſting down; which was the de- 
your Sentiment of Hannah, | 1 Sam. 2. 7. ] The Lord maketh poor and maketh 
rich; he bringeth low, and lifeth up. Particularly in War, (which is a ter- 
rible Scene, whereon the Great God acts his glorious part.) Tis He who then 
executes his Counſels, by taking away both Prudence and Courage from 
the Mighty, who often experience the ſame Conſternation; which is related 
concerning thoſe Kings who were aſſembled againſt Feruſalem, | Pſal 48.4, 
5,6. ]-——They ma vell d, they were troubled,and haſted away, fear took hold 
upon them there, and pains as of a Woman in travel. Whereas, they who 
have viſible Diſadvantage, are by Him furniſh'd with Military Prudence, and 
infpir'd with a Fortirude which diſpiſeth the moſt threatning Danger, and 
is aſtoniſhing to their Enemies. This was clearly perceiv'd, and thankfull 
acknowledg'd by David. It is God that girdeth me with ſtrengtb, and mak- 
eth my way perfect. C Pſal.18.32.)] And in another place, he ſolemnly bleſ- 
ſeth the Lord hu Strength, who teacheth hu hands to War, [ Pſ. 144. 1,] 

2. Juſtice towards God directly influenceth Religious Perſons ſincerely 
to aſcribe Succeſs ro Him, Tis a juſt Complain which was made by the Stoicł, 
[Seneca Ep.] That he had found many whio were righteous and equitable to- 


wards Men, but none who were ſo towards God. The fear of Shame and Re- 


proach reſtrain many trom robing their Neighbour, but every bad Man is 
guilty of robing God, with-holding from Him his due Praife and Honour; 
which he chooſeth rather to give a more figment,even Fortune; which hath 
no real Being, bur is a Creature of the Fancy: And yet we read how 7. Cæ- 


far (a renown'd Conqueror) boaſted of the Fortune of Ceſar, as the Effici- 


ent of his Victories, But a good Man is acted by a ſtrong Principle of Juſtice 
towards God, unto whom he conſtantly giveth the Glory due to his Name, 
Such an one while he renders to all men their dues,To|Ceſar the Things which 
gre Ceſar's. is exactly careful ro render to God the things that are God's; 


among which the Praiſe of his Benefits hath an eminent place: Whereupon 


one Who is acted by real Religion, will not be guilty of the Sacriledge which 


alicnarcs the Honour that is due ro GOD alone, 


3. Holy Self-denial doth equally concur unto this aſcribing of Succeſs 


unto God. Whenever He is defrauded, tis commonly to enrich and adorn 


Self with the Spoil, This Idol is enſhrin'd in the Breaſt of every wicked Per- 
ſon, who conſtantly offers his Sacrifices to it. No Pcople under Heaven had 
lefs Temptation unto Self-gloriation than the Iſraelites, who had (as I may 
ſay) ocular Demonſtration to aſſure them, that the mighty Hand of God had 
brought them to poſſeſs the delicious Land of Canaan ; and yet they necded 
an carneſt Caution againſt Self efteem, that they might not ſay in their 
heart, my Power and the Might of my Hand hath gotten me this Wealth, 
Deut. 8. 1. The Grace of God always depoſeth this Idol, and works a real 
Mod:[ty and Humility in holy Souls; which therefore bow down with low- 
41 Self denial, when the Diving Goodne(s doth liſt them up by any 9 
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This was the Temper. of David, when he. receiv'd a teſtimony of eminent 

. Favour from God, he went into the Sanctuary, and there with humbleſt de- 

| cotion usꝰd this Sclf-depreſſing Language; Who am 1, O Lord God? and what 
is "my. Houſe, that thou ha#t brought: me hitherto? 2 Sam. 7. 18. 

4. Fer went Zeal in exalting t he Name and Kingdom of God among Mer. 
Nothing creates a greater Pleaſure to 4 pious Mind, than to be inſtrumental 
in ſpreading the Fame and Empire of the Sovereign of the World. Other | 
victors have inſcrib'd their own Names on their Trophies, bur a Lover of 
God vill be well contended to have his own Name buried and forgot, if the 
Name of God is thereby made more conſpicuous: As we read, when the Ic 
raelites had gain daa memorable Victory over the Amalekites, Moſes built 
an Altar, and call d the Name of it, Jehovah. Niſſi. LExod. 15. 15.] Neither 
his own Name, or that of Joſtua were inſcrib'd, but that of ehowuah alone 
was engraven on that Sacred Monument, This Example was imitated bx ; 
Deborah, in the compoſing of her Triumphal Pæan; tho indeed ſhe men- 

tions her own Name, yet ſhe was pricipally intent on the magnifying of her 
God. The Lord (faith ſhe) made me have Dominion over the Mig hey. | 
lt muſt be very eaſy to apply theſe Meditations to the preſent joyful So- 
lemnity; for we may fitly uſe the Language of our Saviour, This day is this | 
Scripture fulfilhd in our Ears, Luk. 4.2 l. The wiſe Council of Heaven hath 
pleas d at this time, to act over again the {ame Drama, and with the like K- 
vent. As he once ſuffer d a tyrannous Jabin to prevail againſt his People, 
and mightily oppreſs them; ſo in our Days, hath He permitted a very Cana- 
ni te, and a potent Enemy of the Iſrael of God, to ſucceed in vexing and op- 
preſſing it: But as then be oppos d unto that Mighty one, a Deborah, one 
of the infirmer Sex, a true Mother in 1ſrael; ſo hath he rais'd up the Britifh 
ANNA, bo moſt juſtly deſerves the ſame Illuſtrious Title. There are many 
flattering luſeriptions on Roman Coins, ſtruck in Honour of the Emperors 
Confort; as Liuia Wife of Auguſts is call'd, Parens & Mater Patriæ, the 
Parent and Mot her of the Count ry; yea, is with abſurdeſt Adulation ſtil'd Ge- 
ui trix Orbis, the Mother of the Morld. When neither her Authority, or 
Virtue did render her Conſiderable; ſhe was in theſudgment of her Contem- 
porar ies, [ Tacit. Anual. .] Gravis in Republicam Mater, a grievous Mother 
to the State. But as our Sovereign moſt rightfully poſſeſſes the Supream 
Authority, ſo her Subjects ex periencea truly Maternal diſpoſition, which in- 
duceth Her to provide for the common Felicity of all Her Subjects, and uſeth 
the wiſeſt Methods to accompliſh fo Heroick a Deſigu, as the univerſal Hap- 
pineſs of Her People: This gives a far greater Luſtre to Her Reign than 
even the Glorious Victories which have exalted Her Fame, as they have de- 
preſs d that of her Adverſary; to whom the Title of a Mighty One can't be 
deny'd, The extent of his Dominions, the numbers of his People, the vaſt» 
neſs of his Treaſures, the greatneſs of his Armies,joyn'd with bis former Suc- 
ceſſes, heve juſtly rendred himformidable to his Neigbours, and have {weil d 
him with unparalell'd Vain- glory: Wirneſs that Preudeſt Monument erected 
twenty Years ago in his Capital City, (with his Approbation) where it is ſtill 
to be ſeen; in which he is repreſented by gigantick Statue, {5 3 foot high) 
8 very 
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very proper to a Man eating Cyclops, or a Giant · like Fighter againſt Heaven. 
The Artiſt hath obſer vd another Decorum, in placing him the midſt of Four 
wretched Saves, a Spectacle moſt pleaſing to Him. Under his Statue is this 
ſhorr,but moſt arrogant Inſcription, Viro immortali, To the Immortal Man: 
And on theFrontiſpiece, tie is as proudly ſtil d, Semper felici, Always happy; 28 


tho Proſperity were ſo firmly entail'd on him, that no defeat could attend hie 
enterprizcs. This is the Mighty One, over whom God has made our Sovereign | 
have Dominion in the Day of Battle. Let us joyn together with her devout | 


thankſgivlag, our ſincereſt acknowledgments to theBleſſed and Godzaritl let tis 
let content our ſelves with offering this juſt Tribute, on this one Feſtival ; but 
not us make it a conſtant Oblation: Becauſe the Succeſſes give ſome check to a 
violent Enemy of God andMen,who(we hope) will not have ſuch a Power, as he 
has had to invade and oppreſs this part of Europe. Beſides hey tend to con- 
firm to us the valuable Bleſſings of Peace at Home, Trade and Reputation A- 
broad; of which laſt, the moſt Illuſtrious O U E, like another Baracł is a Re- 
nowned lnſtrument: His Name will have an Eminent place in the Annals of this 
Age, which will preſerve his Lawrels ever freſh, and be 2 more laſting Mo- 
nument to his Honour, than atiy Trophy of the moſt coſtly Materials, And 
Laſtly, our holy Religion gains more Security: This Mighty One has been ce- 
lebraced for deſtroying the Proteſtant Religion,which in his Monument is cal- 
led Calvinian Impiety, as at this Day tis term'd The Northern Hereſy. We truik 
this Heavealy Plant will be more ſafe under the Shadow of theſe fignal Vi- 
ctories, which we may joyfully expe4,while our dutifulSubjection ſtrengthens 
the hands ef our Gracious Sovereign, who has not engag d iu this Wat eat ot 
private Revenge, or vain Ambition, which Principles have a&ed ſome cele - 
brated Heroines, Boudices @ Britain, (who ſacriſiced Seventy-thouſand Re- 
mant to her paſſion of Revenge) and Zenobia, [ Tacit. An.14.] whoſe Ambi- 
tion ended in a wretched Captivity. A ſtrong loveof Religion and her People, 
is the Principle that has induc'd Her to conteſt with the Mighty Ones. 
And Laſtly : Let us render the true Fruits of all theſe Succefles unto 
their Divine Author, by ſerving Him with Gladneſs of Heart, and a con- 
ſtant Endeavour of exalting His Name in our ſelves and others, by Living 
Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly, in this preſent World For if we ſhould 
pervert our ſignal Mercies to the Diſhonour of their Author, He will be 
proyok'd to recal them, and even conſome us by his Judgments, after He 
has Crown'd us with Bleſſings of his Goodneſs. 
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